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THE
MEMORIAL
CROSS

The unveiling and dedication of the Memorial Cross.

The Memorial Cross was unveiled on Sunday 5th June 1921 and the following details are taken
from a press report published in The Berwickshire News and General Advertiser of 7th June 1921.
On a beautiful day proceedings started at 3pm with a united service in the Parish Church.
About 40 ex-servicemen assembled at the school and marched to the Church where the service
was presided over by Rev. J.J.M.L. Aitken.
The Earl of Home, on behalf of the War Memorial Committee, formally handed over to the
custody of the Parish Council the memorial. He asked Mr Rankin, as Chairman of the Parish
Council, to accept it as a great trust and to preserve it so that it would serve its great purpose of
handing down these names and making it known to future generations that the men who bore
them died for us.
Mr Rankin said, on behalf of the body he represented, he accepted this Memorial as a great gift.
He hoped they would be able to keep it in good order as long as they continued in office, and that
those who followed them would continue to do so that it might serve its purpose.
About 200 young men from Ayton Parish went to war in 1914-18, 42 making the supreme
sacrifice. After the second world war during 1939-45 the names of the fifteen who died in that
conflict were added.
The memorial consists of a Celtic Cross of Aberdeen granite. It was executed by Messrs Henry
Hutcheon, Aberdeen. The cost of the memorial was close on £400, this sum being raised locally by
a war memorial committee.
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Photograph showing the original location of the memorial cross and the Toll House (house demolished and memorial moved to allow road realignment).

